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THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 90/425/EEC of 26 June 1990 concerning
veterinary and zootechnical checks applicable in intra-Community trade in
certain live animals and products with a view to the completion of the internal
market, as last  amended by Directive 92/118/EEC, and in particular Article 10
(4) thereof,

Whereas cases of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) have been re-
ported in the United Kingdom and some other Member States; whereas scra-
pie is also known to exist in several Member States;

Whereas the origin of BSE in cattle is considered to be from ruminant protein
which contained the scrapie agent, and, later on, the BSE agent, which had
not been sufficiently processed to inactivate the infectious agents; whereas the
Scientific Veterinary Committee has stated that it is not possible at present to
define processes which can guarantee total inactivation of the agents in the
commercial rendering industry, in the light of recent studies;

Whereas ruminants are known to be susceptible to the BSE and scrapie
agents, by the oral route;

Whereas the Commission has carried out a detailed examination of the situa-
tion with the Scientific Veterinary Committee which concluded that protein de-
rived from ruminant tissues is the only significant potential source of spongi-



form encephalopathy  agents available to susceptible species; whereas,
therefore, its exclusion from feed for these species would minimize the possi-
bility of infection;

Whereas there are difficulties in differentiating processed protein derived from
ruminants and that from other mammalian species; whereas, for implementa-
tion reasons, it is therefore necessary to prohibit the feeding of protein derived
from all mammalian species to ruminants and to apply the same measure
throughout the Community;

Whereas, however, where a Member State can enforce a system allowing it to
distinguish between protein from ruminants and that of non-ruminant species it
shall be authorized, by the Commission under the procedure provided for by
Article 17 of Directive 90/425/EEC, to permit the feeding of protein from spe-
cies other than ruminants to ruminants;

Whereas this Decision is in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Vet-
erinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

1. Within 30 days of notification of the present Decision, Member States
shall prohibit the feeding of protein derived from mammalian tissues to
ruminant species.

2. However, Member States which enforce a system that makes it possible
to distinguish between animal protein from ruminant and non-ruminant
species shall be authorized, by the Commission under the procedure pro-
vided for by Article 17 of Directive 90/425/EEC, to permit the feeding of
protein from species other than ruminants to ruminants.

3. The prohibition mentioned in paragraph 1 shall not apply to:

- milk

- gelatine

- hydrolysed proteins with a molecular weight below 10 000 daltons
which have been:

(i) derived from hides and skins obtained from animals which have
been slaughtered in a slaughterhouse and have undergone an



ante mortem inspection by an official veterinarian in accordance
with Chapter VI of Annex I to Directive 64/433/EEC and passed
fit, as a result of such inspection, for slaughter for the purpose of
that Directive,

and

(ii) produced by a production process which involves appropriate
measures to minimise contamination of hides and skins, prepa-
ration of the hides and skins by brining, liming and intensive
washing followed by exposure of the material to a pH of > 11 for
;three hours at temperature >80 °C and followed by heat treat-
ment of >140 °C for 30 minutes at >3,6 bar or a by an equivalent
production process approved by the Commission after consulta-
tion of the appropriate Scientific Committee,

and

(iii) come from establishments which carry out an own checks pro-
gramme (HACCP).

- dicalcium phosphate derived from defatted bones

- dried plasma and other blood products

Article 2

This Decision shall be revised in the light of developments in scientific knowl-
edge and, in particular, to findings of scientific studies currently being carried
out with regard to rendering systems.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 27 June 1994.


